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carcasses are taken away by the offerers to their own
homes as a feast for the family. The heads are all put
together and distributed to those of the village artisans
and officials who are meat-eaters.
On Thursday, about four p.m., the flesh of the buffalo,
which was sacrificed on Tuesday evening and must be
by this time rather high, is cooked in front of the
pandal, and part of it is first offered to the goddess,
with some boiled rice, on five separate leaves.   The
Asadis make the offering with songs and dances, the
breaking of cocoanuts, and burning   of  incense   and
camphor, and prostrations   on   the   ground,  shasth&n-
gam.     For this part of their service   they   receive
twenty pies (about l|d.), four pies for each leaf, not
an extravagant sum.   Then they take the five leaves
away and eat the flesh and rice at some distance from
the pandal, where it was cooked.     These   offerings
to the goddess must be eaten on the spot, and are not
allowed to be taken home.   The rest of the flesh is
given to the   Outcastes   and  taliaris, who   cook and
eat some of it on the spot and take away the remainder.
After sunset the goddess is put on the wooden cart
and dragged in procession to the   boundary   of   the
village,  an Asadi -walking in   the   front   and  carry-
ing on his head the head of the buffalo.   When they
come to the limit of the village lands, they leave the
image on their own side of the boundary and there it
stays.   This ceremony ends the festival.
Bellary Town. Somewhat similar festivals are held
periodically to propitiate Sunkalamtna, the goddess of
small-pox and measles, and Maratnma, the goddess of
cholera. la the town of Bellary there is a shrine of
Dnrgamma1 which consists only of an ant-hill, with a
plain stone shrine about thirty feet long, six deep and
eight or ten high built over it. The story goes that an
old woman many years ago was worshipping an image
of Durgamma on this spot, when the goddess appeared
to her and said that she was Dttrgamma of Bellary, that
1 See p. 71, n. 1, above.